
Trade

       
  

DeFazio has been a leader in fighting "free" trade agreements that have led to massive job loss
and job dislocation, the withering of the U.S. manufacturing base, soaring trade deficits and the
erosion of U.S. sovereignty, among other problems. 

  

  

He was part of the team in the House that defeated legislation to grant A "fast track" trade
authority to President Clinton.  He also led the fight against giving President George W. Bush
"fast track" trading authority.

  

  

He helped lead the opposition to Apermanent normal trade relations" (PNTR) for China.  He
also opposed NAFTA and the creation of the WTO and has sponsored bipartisan legislation to
require the withdrawal of the U.S. from NAFTA.

  

  

Despite his opposition to the WTO, DeFazio was selected by House Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt to serve as a congressional delegate to the World Trade Organization ministerial in
Seattle in November 1999.

  

  

He introduced legislation to establish a non-partisan Congressional Trade Office, to help
Congress develop its own institutional expertise on trade matters in order to better evaluate the
results of the Administration's trade policies.
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DeFazio authored legislation, which became law in 1998, to establish an Emergency
Commission to End the Trade Deficit.  The Commission issued its final report in November,
2000.

      Recent Press Releases:
     
    -    05.15.09   DeFazio  Blasts Decision to Close Auto Dealerships and Move
Manufacturing to Mexico

    
    -    04.07.09  DeFazio  Applauds USTR Decision to Protect US Timber Industry From
Unfair Canadian Trade  Practices

    
    -    03.23.09   DeFazio Urges President  Obama to Stand up to Mexico's Illegal Tariffs

    
    -    03.12.09   DeFazio Applauds The  Termination of the Mexican Trucking Program

    
    -    07.30.08 DeFazio,  Oberstar Call For Termination of Mexican Trucking Pilot Program    

    -    11.08.07 DeFazio Opposes Peru Free Trade Agreement     
    -  07.24.07:  House Approves DeFazio  Amendment to Block Mexican Truck Program   
    -    January 18, 2007:  DeFazio Introduces Bill to Create Congressional Trade Office     
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